
Among the top performers once again is Seneca-
based Forge Cellars, which debuted in the 2011 
vintage. The project, a partnership between locals 
Justin Boyette and Rick Rainey and winemaker 
Louis Barruol, of Château de St.-Cosme in 
France's Rhône Valley, specializes in Riesling and 
Pinot Noir. Forge's expanding portfolio of single-
vineyard bottlings in 2014 mirrors the general 

trend in the region, which over the past several years has placed an increasing emphasis on site-specific winemaking rather than general blends.

"2014 gave huge potential to pick late and still maintain the acidity and freshness," says Rainey. "We felt like it was the right time in the evolution of 
Forge to begin to explore and explain the terroirs we have been working with since the beginning. As we have done the blend, we always found barrels 
that gave a clear snapshot of the personality from certain vineyards."

Sourcing fruit from up to 10 different sites, the Forge team chose three for bottling on their own in 2014, with the rest blended into a dry white. The 
Forge Riesling Finger Lakes Sunrise Hill Vineyard 2014 (92, $24) is the top-rated wine in this report, a pure and racy offering that lets yellow apple, anise, 
honeysuckle and jasmine notes glisten through the racy finish. The blend, the Forge Riesling Finger Lakes Classique 2014 (91, $24), is almost as lovely, 
with a range of citrus oil, lemon curd, white peach and yellow apple fruit flavors, proving that broader-based vineyard blends can produce compelling 
wines. Its case production-1,100 versus only 56 cases for the Sunrise Hill bottling-makes it better suited to present the Fingers Lakes' case to consumers 
in the marketplace.
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TOP WINES
WINE SCORE PRICE

FORGE Riesling Finger Lakes Sunrise Hill Vineyard 2014 92 $24
Pure, with yellow apple, anise, honeysuckle and jasmine notes that 
glisten through the finish. Shows length, cut and precision. 

RAVINES Riesling Finger Lakes Dry Argetsinger Vineyard 2012 92 $30
Taut, lip-smacking acidity harnesses the Jonagold apple, heather, 
white peach and candied citrus peel notes in this ripe white.

KEUKA LAKE VINEYARDS Riesling Finger Lakes Dry  91 $30 
Falling Man Vineyard 2014
A bracing, racy style, with talc, pine, pippin apple and fennel notes 
that zip through the long, slate-accented finish. 

STANDING STONE Riesling Finger Lakes Ice 2014 91 $25
A delicious sweetie, with orange zest, date, maple and quince flavors   375ml 
that show excellent focus and zip through the unctuous finish. 

ANTHONY ROAD Riesling Finger Lakes  90 $45 
Martini Reinhardt Selection 2012   375ml
Ginger, peach, apple and apricot notes are laced with a flicker of bitter 
almond in this off-dry yet lithe white. 

FORGE Riesling Finger Lakes Les Alliés 2013 90 $26
Focused and pure, with anise, ginger, blanched almond, pear and  
mirabelle plum notes that extend on the mineral-edged finish. 

HOSMER Riesling Cayuga Lake Vintner’s Reserve 2012 90 $25
Offers a bracing, taut feel, with a tangy fennel edge running alongside 
the pippin apple, bitter citrus and jasmine flavors. 

KEUKA LAKE VINEYARDS Riesling Finger Lakes Dry  90 $27 
Evergreen Lek Vineyard 2014 
This has a racy edge, with fennel and apple skin notes zipping along, 
backed by melon rind, jasmine and pear notes. 

SHAW Riesling Finger Lakes Road Block Reserve 2012 90 $25
Ripe and dense, with Jonagold apple, melon, ginger and apricot  
flavors that meld through the finish. Weighty, but has cut. 

STANDING STONE Vidal Finger Lakes Ice 2014 90 $25
An enticing sweet wine, with lush mango, creamed apricot and   375ml 
candied orange peel notes carrying through the maple-accented finish. 

HERMANN J. WIEMER Riesling Seneca Lake  90 $39 
HJW Vineyard 2013
This has a ripe feel, with apricot and pear notes, backed by a light  
jasmine thread. Rounded up front, but with a racy edge.

TOP VALUES
WINE SCORE PRICE

FORGE Riesling Finger Lakes Classique 2014 91 $21
Jasmine and citrus oil notes lead to lemon curd, white peach and  
yellow apple fruit flavors. The long, stony finish is very pure. 

RAVINES Riesling Finger Lakes Dry 2014 90 $18
A taut, dry style, with pure lime, kiwifruit and pippin apple notes 
backed by a slate accent that gives the finish good tension.

SILVER THREAD Riesling Finger Lakes Dry 2014 89 $18
Ripe in style, with yellow apple and melon notes, this is piercing and 
fresh, with a bright honeysuckle edge on the finish. 

DR. KONSTANTIN FRANK Riesling Finger Lakes Semi-Dry 2013 88 $15
Offers a refreshing fennel hint backed by ginger, jasmine and yellow 
apple notes, with good focus and lively acidity.

GLENORA Gewürztraminer Finger Lakes 2014 88 $15
Bright apricot and nectarine notes pick up a spicy edge on the lively 
finish. Shows nice weight without sacrificing definition. 

WAGNER Riesling Finger Lakes Select 2013 88 $15
Ripe, with a light ginger frame around the flattering yellow apple fruit 
and honeysuckle notes. The finish shows a sweet edge.

DAMIANI MC2 Finger Lakes 2013 87 $16
This Merlot blend offers red currant and damson plum fruit.

CHATEAU LAFAYETTE RENEAU Riesling Finger Lakes  87 $15 
Dry 2014
A friendly style, with quince, lime curd and green apple notes. 

THIRSTY OWL Riesling Finger Lakes Dry 2014 87 $15
A dry, bony style, featuring tangy pippin apple and lime notes. 

THREE BROTHERS Riesling Seneca Lake Dry 0 Degree 2013 87 $16
A tight, dry style, with flavors of talc, lime and pippin apple. 

FOX RUN Riesling Finger Lakes Semi-Dry 2013 86 $14
This has a plump feel, with white ginger and yellow apple flavors. 

HERON HILL Chardonnay Finger Lakes Unoaked 2013 86 $14
A fresh, breezy style, showing honeysuckle and yellow apple fruit. 

FOX RUN Chardonnay Seneca Lake Doyle Family 2014 85 $12
A direct style, offering flavors of pear and green apple. 

RED NEWT CELLARS Riesling Finger Lakes Circle Label 2013 85 $13
Light and direct, with a core of fennel, green apple and lime notes. 
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